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Mitzvah. Just as the Israelites traveled through the wilderness, so many family
members and friends have traveled long distances to take the lead in celebrating this
simcha.

Some of the religious leaders of our community have also helped me reach this
day. Thanks to the Rabbi, Mrs. Pollack, and my teachers, including those at the Beth
Yeshurun Day School, for helping me learn about Judaism. Cantor Dean, thank you
very much for contributing the most to my Bar Mitzvah study. Your help will be
important to me all my life.

One of my first adult acts as a Bar Mitzvah will be using some of my monetary
gifts to make myself a Hadassah associate. I am also making a donation to Hadassah
Hospital’s Oncology Department in memory of our cousin, Glenda Freedman Miller.
We all miss her so much.

Nanny and Poppa, thank you for lavishing a ton of love on me, and naming me
your favorite grandchild (just kidding!). You always have time for me, both in person
and by E-mail, and have taken me on so many great trips, including Alaska, Hawaii,
Bandera and Branson. It was also fantastic being in Israel with you last summer. I'm
an especially lucky kid because I have so many wonderful memories of great times
spent with my other grandparents, Granny and Zeda Block, and my great grandmothers,
Nanny Goldie Knobler and Nanny Esther Freedman. I know all of them would be proud
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Bar Mitzvah Speech
Jordan Andrew Block
Monday, May 31, 1999

Good morning. Thank you for coming to my Bar Mitzvah.

The parsha, or Torah portion, that we read this week, is Beha'aloscha. The
word Beha’aloscha means “when you raise up the lamps™. There are several ideas and
events in Beha'aloscha. Let me describe them briefly.

First, G-d instructs Moses to instruct Aaron in the way of lighting the Menorah.
The Menorah is the seven-branched candelabra lit as part of the service in the
Tabernacle.

Next, the Torah describes the cleansing and consecration of the Levites. The
Levites were a tribe of Israel, which included Moshe Rabbenu, Aaron and his sons, the
priests. The Levis were consecrated to take care of the Tabemacle during the
Israelites” wanderings in the desert. Later, when the Temple is built, the Leviim will
care for the Temple. For the cleansing of the Levis, G-d instructs Moses to sprinkle
water of purification on them, and pass a razor over their flesh. The Leviim also
immerse their garments in the water of purification.

Third, G-d tells Moses about the Pesach offering, and Moses explains it to the

people. Some men, who had-become ritually unclean by contact with a corpse, ask




image2.png
Moses what to do because they could not participate in the Pesach offering. Moses
asks G-d and is told that these men should participate a month later. This celebration
is called Pesach Sheni.

The next major idea in my Torah portion is that heavenly signs are identified and
recognized. The first of those signs was a cloud. During the day that cloud would be
over the Tabernacle, and when the cloud travels, the camp travels. ~ The people
recognized that the cloud was G-d’s signal when the camp was to move. The second
heavenly sign from G-d appeared at night, when there would be a fiery appearance
over the Tabemacle. Also in this section, G-d tells Moses to make two silver trumpets
which are used to call the camp to move, to signal a rest during the march, to assemble
the men to wage war and to celebrate festivals. The order in which the camp journeyed
is also described.

After the heavenly signs, Moshe Rabbenu asks his father-in-law, Jethro, to come
to the Promised Land. Jethro says that he does not want to leave his land and his
family. Moses pleads with Jethro to come, because Jethro knows the land and can be
a scout for the Israelites.

Now the Israclites are complaining about the lack of variety of their food and say
they want to return to Egypt. In spite of the fact that the manna tasted like whatever
food a person wanted, the Israelites said they wanted meat! This may have been the
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origin of the famous saying, especially important to my family who has been in the meat
business for three generations, “Where’s the beef?” According to Rashi, the Israelites
were not actually upset at all about the manna, but were really upset about the family
laws which prohibited certain marriages which had been permitted in Egypt.

Moses is frustrated with the Israelites’ desire to return to Egypt and by his
concern over satisfying their need for meat. He cries out to G-d and asks G-d to kill
him because he cannot care for the people. Moses feels he has failed in his mission.
Rabbi Abraham Twerski says that Moshe Rabbenu is actually upset about the
deceptiveness of the people, and could not tolerate it.

HaShem has two answers for this situation. For the people, he sends quail.
HaShem sends the quail both as a solution and as a punishment. He sends so many
quail that the people eat it for an entire month, and literally become sick of it. The
people who led the complaining actually die. For Moshe Rabbenu, HaShem tells him
to gather 70 elders to serve as a council to assist him. G-d sends his spirit on each of
them, and they begin to prophesy. Two of the elders, Eldad and Meidad, stay behind
in the camp, and also begin to prophesy. According to Rashi, they prophesied that
Moses would die and Joshua would succeed Moses and lead the Israclites into the
Promised Land. Joshua tells Moses about that prophesy and urges Moses to

incarcerate the two elders. Moses rebukes Joshua and says that it is G-d’s will as He
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sent His spirit to Eldad and Meidad.

The final event in Beha aloscha is that Miriam and Aaron speak harshly of
Moses because Moses married a Cushite woman, that is, someone who was not Jewish.
HaShem heard the criticism, and talks to Miriam, Aaron and Moses. He reprimands
Miriam and Aaron, and says that Moses is preferred above all the other prophets.
Because Miriam began the criticism of Moses, G-d punishes her with leprosy. Moses
responds by pleading with G-d to cure her.

The question arises, is there a connection among all the ideas and events in
Beha'’aloscha? After studying my Torah portion, I noticed that leadership is an
important theme in Beha'aloscha. This portion contains most of the important leaders
in the Exodus story including Moses, Aaron, Miriam, Joshua, and Jethro. The parsha
shows that even great leaders do not always do a great job. For example, Moses stops
caring about the people’s needs and is willing to let them be on their own, when he
asks HaShem to kill him. Another example of poor leadership is when Aaron and
Miriam insult Moshe, which makes Moshe look bad. Also, Joshua does not act like
a good leader when he does not like Eldad and Meidad’s prophesy, and wants them
arrested for saying the prophesy given to them by Hashem, even though they could not
control saying it. Jethro does not demonstrate good leadership when he says he does

not want to travel with the Israclites and be their eyes in the wilderness; instead, he
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would rather go home to his land and his family.

Even the commandment about Pesach Sheni has something to do with
leadership. A leader needs to take responsibility for observing the commandments, and
take advantage of the opportunities to perform a mitzvah that he or she misses. An
excellent example of good leadership is demonstrated when Moses appoints a council
of 70 elders. He is wise because he delegates, listens to others’ opinions and simply
understands he can’t do everything himself.

However, the parsha shows that even good leadership is not effective without
good followers. The Israelites were generally not good followers. They were always
complaining and sinning. G-d performed many miracles for them, but it was never
enough. G-d and Moses were always being asked to do more.

Good leaders are also compassionate and understanding. Even though Miriam
criticizes Moses, he prays for her recovery.

Leadership is important in my life in many ways. I participate in activities
which would fall apart without leaders. For example, there are many community
leaders who put the Maccabi Games together so that I can enjoy my bowling
competition. My Scoutmaster, Steve Shapiro, and many other Scout leaders, add to my
life by organizing and running Boy Scouts.

It has taken the leadership of many people to help me have this wonderful Bar
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of me today!

Thank you Adam and Brian for your advice, time set aside for me, and for
encouraging me to be a better person. Thanks Adam for driving me where I need to
be, driving me where 1 don’t need to be but want to be, and just driving me crazy!
Brian, thanks for all the tips you give me for life. I’ll be sure to let you know if any of
them ever comes in handy!

Mom, Dad, I don’t know what to say. That is, I didn’t until I sat down and
wrote this speech. Mom, I can honestly say that you’re the best Mom I ever had! You
are always there for me, day after day, - after day, after day. Dad, you are, by far, the
best dad! Thanks for listening to my complaints and annoying stories about what
happens to me everyday. You’re the greatest mom and dad any kid could get and only
an unheard of amount of words could describe all that the two of you have done for
Adam, Brian, me, and so many others.

Thank you all for joining me and my family in celebrating this simcha!




